
Mascoma River Local Advisory Committee 2015 Annual Report 
 
The Mascoma River Local Advisory Committee is a volunteer group of citizen representatives from the  
Town of Canaan, Town of Enfield and City of Lebanon, N.H. The LAC’s responsibilities include developing 
and updating a Mascoma River Corridor Management Plan, and monitoring development along the river 
to assure that it is compliant with state law and the local river plan. This involves reviewing construction 
permits and making site visits to comment on permits as required by NH Dept. of Environmental 
Services. 
 
In addition to completing the management plan and reviewing permits, in July the LAC hosted the New 
Hampshire Rivers Council River Runners workshop. Attendees received training on invasive aquatic 
species, learning how to identify them and report invasive species to NH DES. 
 
In August we began exploration of working more closely with the Connecticut River Joint Commissions 
about issues where our interests overlap. 
 
In October we attended a public information session held by US Fish & Wildlife Service about their 15 
year management plan. We then held discussions and issued a letter of support for a management plan 
version we found was the best fit for our area and our river. 
 
Grafton Hydro LLC is considering a project to build two small hydropower dams on the Mascoma River, 
and the LAC held a public information session in December, about the preliminary permit to build a dam 
in downtown Lebanon, as well as for modifying the existing dam on Mascoma Lake. We conveyed our 
determinations in a letter to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 
 
In addition, over the course of the year we worked closely with Pathways Consulting LLC. as they 
developed a permit to stabilize the bank of the Mascoma River behind the Kmart plaza in Lebanon NH. 
Discussions were held at several of our monthly meetings, and members of the LAC reviewed both the 
preliminary plan at the Pathways offices, & the final work on site in December. 
 
Attended various meetings of NHDES, MWCC, CRJC, as well as meetings of the towns of Enfield & 
Lebanon budget committees. 
 
Members of the LAC have reviewed 16 applications for permits under the shoreland protection act and  
donated over 125 hours of their time in service to their communities. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Bill Chabot 
Chair 
Mascoma River Local Advisory Committee 

https://mascomariver.files.wordpress.com/2012/12/mascomariverplan_adopted121912.pdf


 


